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The Tenth’s very own ‘Football Star’

On Sunday, our annual Service of Remembrance
was held at the Battalion Memorial in Somerby, and
today, on Remembrance Day, we recall the names
of all our fallen heroes. This year, in particular, we
remember Thomas Oysten Farrage, who was killed
in action during Operation Market Garden.

For many years, we at ‘Friends of the Tenth’, have
been aware that Pte Thomas Farrage of ‘D’
Company, who sadly lost his life at Arnhem, had
previously been a professional footballer of some
standing — playing for Birmingham City Football
Club from 1937-39 in what, today, is more
commonly known as the ‘EFL Championship’.

He began his football career with Walker Celtic in
the North-Eastern League and signed his
professional contract with Birmingham City FC in
November 1937, aged 20, where he was described
as a “promising young player with an eye for goal”

Tom Farrage, a speedy and talented left winger,
made his professional debut on 7 September 1938 in a 2-1 win at home to Leicester
City, and kept his place for five of the next six games, in which he scored twice. He
retained his first-team place in the opening three games of the 1939-40 season before
his professional career was cut short by the cessation of competitive football leagues
for the entirety of the Second World War.

However, to maintain public morale, ‘friendly’ exhibition matches were regularly held
between ‘scratch’ professional teams, consisting of former professionals serving with
local military units. Tom Farrage made various guest appearances during the warin
these matches for Leeds United, Luton and Middlesbrough.



Tom, bornin 1917 at Chopwell, near Blaydon in County Durham, he enlisted into the
Royal Army Service Corps (RASC) where he served until May 1943, when he volunteered
for airborne training and transferred into the Parachute Regiment, joining the 10"
Battalion in December 1944 on their return to the UK after the Italy campaign.

He fought with the Battalion during their ill-fated drop into Arnhem as part of Operation
Market Garden in September 1944, where he tragically lost his life.

According to his comrades, he was killed in action by a burst of German machine
gunfire on the evening of the 19" September, and was quickly buried by themin a
shallow field grave. Sadly, his body has never been found or recovered, and his death is
officially recorded as 23 September 1944.

He is commemorated at the Groesbeek Memorial in the Netherlands.

The Birmingham City FC - Remembrance
Day project.

In September of this year, we were contacted by
Birmingham City FC regarding a project they had in mind
for Remembrance Day where they intended to produce
avideo, made in the editorial style of the TV programme
‘Who Do You Think You Are?’ in recognition of past

players who gave their lives during conflict to complement
the forthcoming remembrance commemorations during
the club home match in November.

They had identified five past players who lost their lives
during World War [l — one of whom was our very own Private
Tom Farrage — and were looking to interview any surviving family members for the
project.

However, we already knew this might be a challenge. At the time, virtually no
information was held about Tom’s family, and we had never had any previous contact
with any of his extended family members.

The ‘hunt’ for family members

One of FoTT’s committee members, Terry Lowe, ex-10PARA(v) immediately recalled
meeting one of Tom Farrage’s best friends — Private Colin Hall, also of D Company —
during the 2015 annual commemorations in Arnhem and had read his book ‘Dropped In
I’ where Colin mentioned Tom Farrage and asked for any member from Tom’s family to
get in touch. Unfortunately, he received no response, and Colin sadly passed away six
months later.



Undaunted, Terry took up the challenge to try and find Tom Farrage’s family with the
enthusiasm of a terrier with a bone! Posting an appeal to our membership on the FolT
Facebook page failed to produce any positive response when one of our staunchest
supporters, Sally Dyos, niece of 10" Battalion Veteran Frank Burton, stepped forward to
help.

Sally, an accomplished amateur genealogist, offered to find any surviving family, which
was welcomed with open arms. Within days, Sally had come up trumps, and had not
only found Claire Oysten Farrage, a great-niece of Thomas, but also identified an
Instagram account for her. Terry was straight on the case and made immediate contact
with Claire and her brother, Steven.

Although both Claire and Steven were broadly aware of Tom Farrage’s footballing
prowess, they had limited knowledge of his war service other than that he ‘died in the
war’. Their background knowledge and names of the extended Farrage family history in
the North-East was also limited as historical family information had been lost forever
during a house fire.

However, both were delighted and excited by the prospect of the Birmingham City
Project and agreed to collaborate with Friends of the Tenth to provide the club with as
much information as possible about Tom Farrage.

Over the next few weeks, Terry and Sally, supported by specialist professional
investigative help from Tony Imossi, a former Captain with 10 PARA (V), worked tirelessly
on the research, and the Farrage history began to take shape. Sally continued to beaver
away to produce a detailed printed family history for the Farrage family covering six
generations.

We were proud to later present both Claire and Steven with Sally’s completed work,
together with signed copies of Grahame Warner’s book ‘Arnhem- Eight Days to Oblivion’,
during the Remembrance Day match at Birmingham City FC on Saturday, 15t November.

The Remembrance Day Match

In preparation for the main Remembrance Day event, Tim Mizon, Production Manager
from Birmingham City FC liaised with Terry Lowe and Grahame Warner from FoTT
regarding the military history of the Tenth and Tom Farrage’s service history in particular.

Tim explained the details and concept of the day’s event and the ‘theme’ of the video
they intended to make covering Tom Farrage’s club career, his war service and the
circumstances of his untimely demise.



However, to meet the deadlines, things had to move fast — with the event only a week or
so away, the production crew were kept busy visiting many places across the UK and
the Netherlands, filming footage for the key locations relevant to Tom’s wartime service.

The final completed video footage can be viewed on the Birmingham City FC YouTube
channel on this link https://youtu.be/tgVol1al4-sc?si=Ct9E6BFLhxgbAhog

The Remembrance Day match versus Portsmouth was a sell-out event with Claire and
Steven attending as VIP guests of honour of the club in their newly opened Alliance
Executive lounge.

Claire was in great demand on the day, performing interviews to camera, meeting
Directors and other dignitaries. Although apprehensive about the attention being given,
and shadowed by her
‘chaperones’-Terry and
Grahame from FolT —Claire
confidently dealt with all
requests asked of her. Not for
the first time that afternoon,
would she wipe away a small
tear from her eyes.

Claire Farrage and her ‘minder’ Terry Lowe wait to enter the
pitch before the match

T

During the reception, representatives of Birmingham
City FC presented Claire with a replica club shirt
bearing the No.11 with Tom Farrage’s name
emblazoned upon it. This was in recognition of Tom
Farrage's achievement in the 1939 season of being
the first Birmingham City FC player to score a goal
wearing a numbered shirt for the club, following the
introduction of numbered shirts across the leagues.



https://youtu.be/tqVo1aT4-sc?si=Ct9E6BFLhxgbAhog

Claire had bought with her a collection of footballing medals
won by Tom during his playing career, which attracted high
interest among club members.

As kick-off time approached, the pre-match Remembrance
commemorations began with fitting respect and deference paid
to Tom Farrage and other ex-players who gave their lives in the
service of their country.

As wreaths were laid on the centre circle before kick-off and a
minute's silence was observed, Claire was invited to the pitch side, where,
accompanied by Terry Lowe for support, she paid her respects to her fallen relative in
the presence of over twenty-five thousand others.

Claire Farrage (at left with hands clasped) pays her respects at pitch side supported by Terry Lowe, ex-
10PARA from FoTT

The welcome, deference and hospitality extended by Birmingham City FC to Claire and
Steven on the day was outstanding and certainly reflective of a club that truly shows its
respect for its fallen Veterans and their families.

In short, such a memorable day that will never be forgotten by the Farrage family.



in memory of the former players who lost their lives
as a result of the two World Wars

BIRMINGHAM FC

Lance Corporal Francis O’Hara (d. 12.71915)
Lance Corporal James Moles (d. 711.1915)
Private John William Williams (d. 5.6.1916)

Lance Corporal John Ballantyne (d. 29101916)
Company Sergeant Major Joseph Enoch Smith (d. 13.111916)
Private Thomas Callaghan (d. 20.2.1917)

Private Walter George Smith (d. 11.4.1917)

Private Benjamin Haigh Green (d. 26.4.1917)

Private James Gonlin (d. 23.61917)

" General William McCourty (d. 10.12.1917)

* Corporal Thomas Greer (d. 1912.1917)
- Private Hamlet Handley (d. 27101918)

. Flying Officer Raymond George Harris (d. 30.31943)
Private Albert Clarke (d. 16.61944)
Lance Sergeant James Ferd Olney (d. 14.91944)
Private Thomas Oyston Farrage (d. 23.91944)
Bombardier Walter Taylor (d. 5.41945)

PORTSMOUTH FC

Able Seaman Charles Alfred Turner (d. 1111914)
Private William Thomas Turner (d. 1111914)
Lieutenant Alexander Glen (d. 21.91916)
Private Jasper Matthews Batey (d. 23101916)
Second Lieutenant Victor Ayling Bolitho (d. 9.4.1917)
Private Charles Dexter (d. 27.61917)

Private William Kirby (d.3 101917)

Captain Edward Inkerman Jordan Bell (d. 24.3.1918)
Private Edward John ‘Fred’ Didymus (d. 12.4.1918)

LEST WE FORGET




